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(57) Abstract :

A procedure for achieving fault tolerance in client-server computer architecture. When first established, a connection between a client and a mail server is made.
Typically, the main server is responsible for handling all of the transactions involving the clients. On the other hand, a secondary connection is dedicated to a backup
server, and in the event that the main server is ever rendered inoperable, the client will be instantly redirected to the backup server. The client stores information about
in-flight transactions that correspond to transactions that are presently being handled by the main server. The client also periodically updates this information. The client
sends regular polling requests to the main server in order to determine whether or not the primary server is operating correctly. In the event that the primary server
experiences a failure, any transactions that were in progress on the primary server at the time of the failure will be rolled back, and the client will be required to
resubmit any in-flight transaction information to the backup server. This will allow the client to finish any transactions that were in progress on the primary server when
the failure occurred. Failures on the server are not noticeable to the user as a result.
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