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Election/
MCC - Instructions/
Most Immediate.

Higher Education (A2) Deparitment,
Secretariat, Chennai - 9.

Letter No. 4410/A2/2019- 3, dated: 28.03.2018.

From
Thiru G.Gopal, B.Sc.,
Additional Secretary to Government.

To
. The Commissioner of Technical Education(FAC),Chennai-25 (w.e)
The Director of coliegiate Education, Chennai-9(w.e)
The Commissioner of Tamil Nadu Archives
and Historical Research, Chennai-8(w.e)
The Registrar of all Universities Under the aegis of
‘Higher Education Department (w.e.)

Sir/Madam,

Sub: ELECTIONS — General Election to Lok Sabha and Bye-elections to
Tamil Nadu Legislative Assembly, 2019 — Code of Conduct for
Governiment Servants desirous of contesting — Further Instructions —
issued — Forwarded — Reg.

Ref: 1. From the  Election Commission  of India, letter

No.437/6/ECI/INST/FUNCT/MCC/2017 — MCC & BE, Dated:

10.01.2017and 11.03.2019.

G.O. Ms No. 192, Public (Spl.B) Department, dated 14.03.2019.

Government Letter No. 4410/A2/2019-1, dated 19.03.2018.

From the CEO & Secretary Public (Election-lll) Departinent Letter

2500/2019-8 & 9, dated: 14.03.2019.

5. From the C.S. to Government, Letter No. 584/Spl.B/2018-1,
Public (Spl.B) Department, dated: 18.03.2019.

e 0o )

In continuation of the Government letter 3 cited, | am directed to enclose
herewith the letter 4" and 5" cited, (i) on code of Conduct for Government Servants
and (ii) Government Servants contesting election for strict compliance of instructions
issued hy the Chief Electoral Officer, Public (Elections) Department regarding



as
Generai Election to the Lok Sabha and By Election to Tamil Nadu Legisiative
Assembly, 2018 based on the direction of Election Commission of India, New Delhi.

Yours faithfully,
\
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for Additional Secretary to Government.

Copy to:-

All the sections in Higher
Education Depariment.
(For Strict Compliance of
the instructions)
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205 PUBLIC (ELECTIONS.II[) DEPARTMENT,

SECRETARIAT, CHENNAI-600 009,

Most Immediate

By Speed post

Lettexr No.2500/2019-8, Dated 14.03.2019

From i o ‘ £ %
¥ 3 = JE o C? e
Thiru Satyabrata Sahoo, L.A.S., fg \—T_ P’q G
Chief Electoral Officer & LR AR € 2
Seccretauy o Guverninent. L,
"\ -::4¢ : Ao /’,;’;/

To g M
All Additional Chief Secretaries / Principal Secretaries / e i
Secretaries to Government,
Secretariat, Chennai-600 009.
The Director General of Police, Chennai-4.
The Registrar General, High Court, Chennai. ' .
All District Election Officers. \
A

All Returning Officers of _ e

Parliamentary Constituencies.
The Returning Officers of 5.Poonamallee (SC) / ,
12.Perambur / 33.Thiruporur / 39.5! 1ohngm / '

46.Gudiyattham (SC) / 48.Ambur / 55.Hosur /

60. Papplreddmpatu / 61.Harur (SC) / 130.Nilakkottai i (SC) /

168.Thiruvarur / 174.Thanjavur / 187 Manamadurai (SC) /

198.Andipatti / 199 Periyakulam (SC) / 204.Sattur /

209.Paramakudi (SC) / 213.Vil - thikulam Asse mbly Constituencies.
Sir / Madam,

Sub: ELECTIONS - General Elections to Lok Sabha and Bye-
elections to Tamil Nadu Legislative Assembly, 2019 — Code
of Conduct for Government Servants - Instructions -

Issued. y
*kikkk

I am to state that the poll for the General Elections to Lok Sabha and
Bye-elections to Tamil Nadu Legislative Assembly, 2019 are to be held on
18.04.2019. The Model Code of Conduct has come into force with the
announcement of the elections on 10.03.2019 and will remain in force till
completion of election process, i.e. 27.05.2019 or earlicr, if declared so by
Election Commission of India. The filing of nominations will commence on
19.03.2019. The political partics and contesting candidates will soon be
starting their election campaign: The instructions issued during the earlier

elections, regarding the conduct of Government Servants in general, and of



)

those entrusted with the responsibility of conducting the elections, in

particular, are reiterated.

2. Government Servant’s Conduct Zules

According to Rules 14 and 16 of the “Tamil Nadu Government
Servants’ Conduct Rules, 1973”, no Coverninent Servant shall be a member
of or be otherwise associated with, any poliiical party or any organisation in
respect of which there is reason to believe that the organisation has a
political aspect, nor shall he take part in, subscribe in aid of, or assist in
any other manner any political movement or activity. He shall not only
maintain political neutrality but shall also appear to do so. He shall also
avoid giving room for any suspicion thﬁt he is favouring any political party

or any candidate in elections.

It shall be the duty of every Government Servant to endeavour to
prevent any member of his family from taking part in subscribing, in aid of
or assisting in any other manner, any movement or activity which is, or
tends directly or indirectly to be, subversive of the Government as by law
established, and where a Government servunt is unable tc prevent a
member of his familv from taking part in, or subscribing in aid of, or
assisting in any other manner, any such movement or activity, he shall

make a report to that effect to the Government.

No Government servant shall canvass or otherwise interfere or use his
influence in connection with, or take part in, an election to any Legislature

or Local Authority.

The display by a Government servant on his person, vehicle or
residence of any electoral symbol shall amount to using his influence in

connection with an election.

A Government servant proposing or seconding the nomination of a
candidate at an election or acting as a Polling Agent shall be deemed to have

committed a breach of the Conduct Rules.

e
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3. Membership of Service Associations

(1) No Government Servant shall be a member, representative or
officer of any association representing or purporting to represent,
Government servants or any class of Government Scrvants unless

such association satisfies the following conditions, namely:-

(n) Membership of the association shall be confined to a distinct class
of Government servants and shall be open to all Government

servants of that class.

(b) The Association shall not, in any way, be connected with any

political party or organisation or engagec in any political activity;

(c) The association shall not, in any way, be connected
with, or affiliated to-

(1) any association which does not, or
(i) any federation of association® which do not
satisfy condilions {a; and (b).

(d) the Association shall not -

accordance with any general or special order ot ithe
Government. ‘

(i)  except with the previcus sanction of the Government,
publish any representation on behalf of its members,
whether in the press or otherwise;

(iii) in respect of any election to a legislative body whether in

India or elsewhere, or to a local authority or body-

(a) pay or contribute towards any expenses incurred in connection

with his candidature by a candidate for such election;

(b) by any means support the candidature of any person for such

elections; or

(c) undertake or assist in the registration of election or the selection of

a candidate for such election;

A B A s B

(1) issuie or maintain any periodical publication except in’



4. BElection Dutics

I+ is the duty of Govermuient servanis to be scrupulously
impartial in the discharge of their duties in connection witl the
elections. It is important that they chould not only be impartial but
manifestly appear to be impartial. They should not toke pert in any election

campaign or canvassing. !

Government servants should not render any assistance (o any
candidate for the furtherance of the prospects of that candidate’s election.
This will really not help the candidate himself. This is because if he were to

get such an assistance, it would be a corrupt practice.

The Election Commission had received complaints from various parts
of the country that Government employees, especially those appointed for
election purposes, such as Returning Officer, Assistant Returning Officers,
Presiding Officers, Polling Officers and Counting staff are not always as
impartial as they ought to be. These officials some time may show
particular favour to candidates of political parties of their choice even

at the time of actual poll and the counting of votes.

All Government employees, especially election officers, should be
absolutely impartial, independent and neutral in the performance of their
election duties, whether at the time of acéeptanée or scrutiny of nomination
papers, or at the time of polling in the polling stations, or at the time of

counting of votes at the counting places.

4. Any misconduct invthis respect oni the part of Government servant
will entail exemplary disciplinary ‘action. Under Section 134 of the
Representation of the People Act, 1951, if a Government servant is, without
reasonable cause, found guilty of any act or omission in breach of his official
duties in connection with the receipt of the nominations, withdrawal of
candidatures or the recording or counting of votes at an election, he shall be
punishable with fine which may extend to Rs.500/-. This would, of course,
be in addition to any departmental disciplinary action that may be taken

against him.
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The Representation of the People Act, 1951 also contains provisions
cnjoining strict compliance with the election law by Government servants
and prescribing drastic penalties for any infringement ~ vide Sections 128,
129, 134-A and 136 (1), (2) and (4).
128. Maintenance of secrecy of votiﬁg
129. Officers, etc. at clections not to act for candidales or influence voting
134-A.Penalty for Government Servantis for acting as Election Agent, Polling
Agent or Counting Agent '
136.(1) Other offences and penalties therefor:
A person shall be guilty of an electoral offence, if at any election, he -
(a) fraudulently defaces or fraudulently destroys any nomination
paper, or
(b) fraudulently defaces, destroys or removes any list, notice or
other documents affixed by or under the authority of a

Returning Officer; or

(¢} fravdulently defaces or fraudulently destroys any ballot paper or
the official mark on any bailot paper or any declaration of identity.
or official envelope used in connection with voting by postal
ballot; or A
(d) without duc authority supplies any ballot paper to any person oy
or receives any ballot paper from any person or in his
. possession of any ballot paper; or
(e) fraudulently puts into any ballot box anything other than the
ballot paper, which he is authorised by law to put in ; or
() without due authority desiroys, takes, opens or otherwise
interferes with any ballot box or ballot papers then in use for
the purposes of the elections; or
(g) fré.udulently or without due authority, as the case may be,
attempts to do any of the foregoing acts or willfully aids or abets

the doing of any such acts.

(2) Any person guilty of an electoral offence under this section shall:

(a) if he is a Returning Officer or an Assistant Returning Officer
or a Presiding Officer at a Polling Station or any other Officer

or Clerk cimployed on official duty in connection with the

-
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clection, be punishable with imprisonment for a term which
may extend to two years or with fine or with both.

(b) If e is any other persor, be punishable with imprisonment

for a term which mesy extend to six months or with fine or

with both.

(3) For the purposes of this section, & person shall be deered to be on
official duty if his duty is to take part in the conduct of an election or part of
an election including the counting of votes or to be responsible after an
election for the used ballot papers and other documents in connection with
such election, but the expression “official duty” shall not include any duty
imposed otherwise than by or under this Act.

(4) An offence punishable under sub-section (2) shall be cognizable

S. Impartiality in maintaining law and oxrder, issue of licences, etc.

The District authorities should exercise great care while exercising
powers to restrict public meetings organised by political partics in
connection with the Elections. They should not make or continue any
prohibitory order without good and sufficient reasons. In issuing licences for
taking of processions, the use of loud-speakers and the holding of mectings
and in arranging the dates and times of processions, etc., the authorities
should be absolutely impartial. While granting permission to hold any
election meeting in a public place, no distinction should be made between
one political party and another. If more than one party applies for holding
meetings at any one place on the same day, and at the same time, only the

party, which applied first, should be allowed to hold the meeting.

6. Prompt enquiry into complaints

Government servants, in addition to being impartial, should deal
promptly with all complaints relating to all matters concerning elections.
They should give the complainant a courteous_ hearing and allow them a

reasonable opportunity for making their complaints.
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7. Attendance at elect

Maintenance of law and order is the responsibility of the officers
concerned in respect of all meetings, functions, etc., whether organised by
the party in power or Ly other parfies. Normally, the presence of police
officials alone may be ncccssary for the inaintenance of law and order.
If there are any special circumstances warranting the presence of Executive
Magistrates for dealing with Law and order situations, they should also be
present. However, the Executive Magistrates should be present in the

Headquarters to meet any eventuality. No other Government servant need

attend any election meeting.

8. Any disregard of the foregoing instructions will be considered as
crious act of indiscipline and warrant action by the Election Commission.
All Heads of Departments (including Collectors, District Magistrates and
District Judges), the Director General of Police, the Departments of
Secretariat, etc. are requested to bring the above instructions to the notice
of all officers including Police officials and subordinate officers and staff

working under them.

. The Additional Chief Secretaries/Principal Secretaries / Secretaries
to Government are requested to communicate the above instructions to all
Departments / Undertakings under their control. The Director General of
Police is requested to communicate the above instructions to all the
concerned officers including Zonal Inspector General of Police and Range
Deputy Inspector General of Police concerned and Commissioners of
Police / Superintendents of Police, etc. The Registrar General, High Court,
Chennai is requested to communicate the above instructions to all Courts in

Tamil Nadu.
Yours faithfully,

MYO«/V) -\Z\ VT W

for Chief Electoral Officer &
Secretaly to Government.
Copy to:- : ’\r”(\
The Chief Secretary to Government, Chennai-9. - &
The Secretary, :
Election Commission of India,
Nirvachan Sadan, New Delhi-110 001.

»
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PUBLIC (ELECTIONS.III) DEPARTMENT,
SECRETARIAT, CHENNAI-600 GOS.

GENERAL FELECTIONS

Most Immediate

By Speed post

Letter No.2500/2019-9, Dated 14.03.201%

from - & 9o =
Thiru Satyabrata Sahoo, LA.S., S B
Chicf Electoral Officer & 15 HA 4
Secretary to Government. /i
To N R W
All Additional Chief Secrctaries/Principal Secretaries / ‘ \ A i
Secretaries to Government, L\ Y
Secretariat, Chennai-600 009. %
All District Election Officers.
All Returning Ofiicers of
Parliamentary Constituencics.
The Returning Officers of 5.Poonamallec (SC) /
12.Perambur / 33.Thiruporur / 39.Sholingur /
46.CGudiyattham (SC) / 48.Ambur / 55.Hosur /
60.Pappireddippatti / 61.Harur (3C) / 130.Nilakkottai (SC) /
168.Thiruvarur / 174.Thanjavur / 187 .Manamadurai (SCj /.
198.Andipaiti / 199.Periyakulam (SC) / 204.Sattur /
009, Paramakudi (SC) / 213.Vilathikularn Assembly Constituencies.
Sir'/ Madam,
Sub: ELECTIONS - General Elections to Lok Sabha and
\ Bye-clections to Tamil Nadu Legislative Assembly, 2019 -
§\/\ Government Servants desirous of contesting elections -

Resignation letters — Processing of.

seske sk Aok

I am directed to inform that the Election Cominission of India has
announced the poll schedule on 10.03.2019 for the General Elections to Lok
Sabha and Bye-elections to Tamil Nadu Legislative Assembly, 2019. Law does
not prohibit any Government servant, employee of Government Undertaking,
Quasi-Government organization or employee who draws his salary // wages from
Government exchequer, from contesting the election, provided he resigns his
job before filing nomination. Government servants may, therefore, opt to resign
if they wish to contest the elections. The instructions issued on the subject

during the earlier elections are reiterated for ready reference, if any such

situation arises.



2. As soon as a Government servant tenders his vesignation {01 the
purpose of contesting the above cleciions, the authority concerned should take
a decision, without 2ny delay whatsocver, either on accepting the resignation or
rejecting it and communicate the decis;on to the Government servant in w riting,

after following the due procedures.

3. Only under the following circumestances, a Government servant’s
resignation can ordinarily be zejected:-

i) If he has any contractual ubligation to serve the Government for a
specific period;

i)’ If Government dues are pending recovery from him;

i) When the person is under suspension from service;

v} When a disciplinary case is pending or contemplated against him;
v) When an engquiry or investigation is pending or contemplated

against him in the Directorate of Vigilance and Anti-corruption;

Vi) If his resignation letter contains any conditions and is not an
unconditioneal ore.

In all other cases, the resignation must be accented and communicated to the
Government servant promptly to enable him o file his nomination in time. Any
undue delay in taking and communicaiing the decision may lead to legal

problems.

4. The above instructions should be bi ought to the notice of all Heads of
Departments / Undertakings under your control. It may be ensured that there

is no delay in the processing of cases of Government servants who intend to

contest.
Yours faithfully,
1 \fm e~ .
LAt 2
for Chief Electoral Officer &
Copy to:-

- The Personnel & Administrative Reforms (S) Dep
Secretariat, Chennai - 600 009.



GENERAL RLECIIONS
SECRETARIAT, CHENNAI-G00 009,

Letter No.2500/2019-10, Dated 14.03.2019

From

Thiru Satyabrata Sahoo, LLA.S,,
Chief Electoral Officer &
Secretary to Government

Lo
All Additional Chief Secretaries /
Principal Secretaries / Secretarics to Government,
Departments of Secretariat, Chennai - 600 009.
(Inciuding Law & Legislative Asscmbly Sccretariat)
The Director General of Police, Chennai-4.
The Regisirar General, High Court, Chennai.
All District Election Officers.
A1l Returning Officers of
Pasliamentary Constituencics
The Returning Officers of 5.Poonamallee (5C) /
2.Perambur / 33.Thiruporur / 39.Sholingur ,
45.Gudiyattliam (SC) / 48.Ambur / 55.Hosur |
60.Pappireddippatti / 61.Harur (SCj / 130. Jﬂakkohtcu (SC)
168. Thiruvarur / 174.Thanjavur / 187 .Manamadurai (SC) /
198.Andipatti / 199.Periyakulam {3C) / 204.3attur /
209.Paramakudi (SC) / 213.Vilathikulam Assembly Constitucencies.

(with enclosures to all)

7

Sir / Madam,

Sub: ELECTIONS - General Elections to Lok Sabha and
Bye-clections to Tamil Nadu Legislative Asscmbly, 2019 -
Guidelines for the Conduct of Government Servants —
Election Commission’s instructions — Reiterated.

Ref: From the Election Commission of India, Letter No.464/
INST/2014-EPS, dated: 09.04.2014.

rEREAREK
[ am directed to invite your attention to the reference cited wherein,
the Election Commission of India has forwarded the Guidelines for

Government Personnel regarding Conduct of Elections. A copy of the

Commission’s letter cited along with its enclosures is enclosed.

PUBLIC (ELECTIONS.IIY) DEPARTMENT,



2. The Additional Chief Seccretaries / Principal Seeretaries  /
Secrctaries to Government are requested to commumicale the above
instructions to all Departments / Undertakings under their control, for
strict adherence during the Ceneral Elections 1o Lok Sabha  and

Byc-cleclions w Tamil Nada Legisialive Assembly, 2019.
Youre {aithfully,

MG R

tor Chief Electoral Officer &
Secretary to Government.
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No,454/xr4'51'/20" 4-EPS uated gt April, 2014

Nipyachen Sadag, -

Ashelz Road, Meaw Delai-l lCSDl

To ) )

1. . The Cahinat Secretery,
Government of India.

2. The Chxm‘ \er:ratarles of
All the States & Union Terrltories.

Subject: "Guidelines for Conduct of Govem n'.cnt Sarvants — Regarding.
: g g

Mzdzm / Sir,
" am to forward herewith the Commission’s Ie.‘-tier No. 61/?%‘ dated 6‘:‘.
its e do;ure ana to FPQL 134 ,au to.

| november, 1984 on the subject cited slo \g;v ith its

hring it to the nodc2 of &l concarned for strict compliance,

Yours faithfully,
« (SURAIT MUKHERIEE)
SECRETARY
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GUIDELINES FOR'GOVT. PERSONNEL REGARDING CONDUCT OF ELECTIONS

Guidzlines ior the Gonducts of Goit. Servants (d€06.11.1984).

Sleclion Comcnission's Lefizr No. 62/84, -datzd &' Novernber, 1864 .to Chief Secrefzries o
ShatefUnion Terrtories, ‘all Chiaf Electoral Oficers and’ Ministrles of Home Afizls and Law and
Justice. ‘ :

Subject 1~ Gzneral Elections/ys-rlecions - Guidelcs for the conduct of Goveminent servenis.

| am dicected toinvite your attention to seclions 128 1d 134 of the Represantation of the Peopie Acl,~
1851, releting to the conduct of Government seivants during elections and to say thal the
Govermnment of India as well as the State Government heve been, before conduct of 2 general
slaction, issuing instructions regarding the conduct of Govemment servants in relations to an election,
stressing that all the Govemment employees should maintain an ziiitude of strict imparﬁeility.

2. The Governmant ermnployees should not cnly be imp:;r'i’a_[_ hut should also appear o be so i r2fation
. to the elactions. They are required to conduct themszives in such a menner as to inspire confidence

" in the public In regard to their imparfiality so that there might rot be any occesien for the people fo

think hat the electans wauld niot be held in a fres, f2ir and pure atmasphere, It should be stressed
at they should avoid giving foom for any susplcion that they ere favoring any party or any candidele.
They are nnt expected fo telke part in any election cempaign or carivassing’ and should take

scrupulous care not to lend their names, citicial nosiion or aufharity to assist one individual as against
another or ane group a5 against another. 2

3, With particular refererice 0 the tours that the Minisizrs might undertake on {he eve of the elections,
it Is necessary that while Government Officers should make 2!l lhe usual arrangements to enable the
Ministers to carry oul their responsibifiies as Ministers, the Goverament Officers should not
themselves orgenise any election m:eefings or be present In person.during any such meelings except
those who may have to be present to the extent necessary for maintaining law and order and (neking
necessary security amzngements. i B ‘

b
"

The question as to whether a public meeting addressed by a Minister is officially sponsored or is hald
for election propaganda has ko be decided by the Minlster himself. In the meeting, the arrangement
for organising it Is to be made on the Minister's behalf unofficially and the expendilure in that
* connechon is to be borne by him or his party. ’ :

It is further made clear that a puElio meeting held on the eve of an election is nomally o be .
“sonsidared to be an election mesling and the expenses thereof ara not to be borne from public funds.
The preservafion of law and order at every meefing will, however, be the responsibifity of the
Govemment ofiicials responsible for law and order.

4, In this connection | am also fo enclosz a capy of the Ministry of Home Affairs' O.M. No. 25/44)49.5

Ests, dated 10th October 1949, which clarlfies the posmorf-_regarcﬁﬁg {he participation of Government
servants In political activifies vis-a-vis the attendance by Governmhent servants at political meetings,
for )}our information. The contents of the sald Q.M. may also be brought-to the nofice of af
Gavemment servants for their guidance. g ) '

5. In the matter of election meetings In a public place, the Govemment officers should not make any
distinotion between one pofitical party and another in granting permission to hold such meefings. If
more parties than one apply for holding = meeting 2t any place on fhe same day and at the'same
hour, the party which applies ficst should be given praference.
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8. Furihar your atiention is epecially kvitad to the provisions of sceton134-4 of the Representztion of

. the Feople Act, 1951, which rezds as follows -

*f34-A Pepalty for Goverament Servants for acfing as Election AgentPailing™ Agent or

Couniing Agent:
If any person in the. service o the Govemment acle @5 an elsclion agant or a poilag agent or d
counting agent of a candidate at an election’h= shall ba pupishable with imarscament for a temm
vhich may exiand to three months with fine, ur vt both,”
7. In this connection, | am also to forward herewith an evirest of rile § of the k=l Givl Sarvise
(Conduct) Rule, 1004, which inter alia prohiits the Govermment servanis from faking part in’ polifics
T . - - . . . - - e o 1
and elections. It is presumed that similar provisions exist in ihe rul=s governing the concuct c
Government servants of your Statz,

8. [ am, therefore, to requect inat necessary instructions in the above regard may kindly bz issued by
the Stat2 Governments emphasizing upon the Government servants that any disregard of instrucions
would be considared by the Govarnmertt as = setious act of indiscipline and that a cases of doubt a
Govarnmient servant should not hesital= o consu't his supzrior oificar. ;

8. A copy oi the Instructions issued by the State Government may be fonvarded for the Commisslon's
r=cord. ’
Thz recaipt ot this lztter may please be acknowiedgad.

[The Commission's letter No. 62/79, d=fed the 13th Novamber 1979 iz herchy superseded.)
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Ministry of Home Afiirs O.M. G.25/44/48-Estis. db 101k Oc tober, 1949.

Sibject:- Paiiclpation by Gevemnment servants i politice! Latiitics-ationdanca by Gov monant
“servants politsal meeling. = .

Alizntion iz Invited to the Ministry of Home Afial's Ofiice 1iamoraadum No. 25/44148-Zsit, dalad (he
17th Saptembar 1948 dealing with the scepe of ruje 23 (i) of the GCaovernment Sarvant's Conduct
Rules which lays down that no Gevernment servant sivall @ks natt in; subscribe 6 aid of, or asdistid
any way, any politizal mo samant in Indiz. '

~

2. Enquiries ;xa\/c‘been recelved as to whether attendance by a Governtent Saivant -at pablis’
meetings crganised by politicel parties would amount fo parficipation in & political movemeri within
the meaning of the rule reforred fo. Even in regard to this narrower question the’ posilfan must
necessarily remain as stated in the Office Memarandum referred to in paragraph |, viz :

(1) \hat whether. or not the conduct of aay particutar nature amounts to participation in a polificet
movemenit Is a question of fact to be decided on merits and in the ciraurnstances of each particular
case; and B

{il) that the responsibility for the Government servanl's conduct must rest squarely on his shoulders
and that & plea of ighorance of misconception at to Govemmenis attitude would not be tenablé.

3. The following observations may, however, be of assisiance 10 Govemment servanis in deciding .
* theirown course of action = e . '

(1) Attendence &t meetings organised by a pelifical paity wolld atways be contrary to fule 23 (i of the
Govemment Servant's Conduct Ruies unless alt the Tollowing conditons are satisfied:

(a) that the mezting 1s -a public meefing and not in any sense a private or restricted meetfing.

(v) that the meeling is not held conirary {fo any g,roh‘bi‘ory arder or without permission where
permtssio'n' ie nzeded, and

(c) that the Government servant in question deas not himszlt spaek, at or take active of prominent
patt In organising ot conducting the meeting. :

(2) Even where the said conditions are satisfied, while occasional attendance at such meetings may
not be construed as 2 pacticipation in & politisal movement, frequent or regular attendance by a
Government sepvant at meetings of any particuiar political party is bound to create the impression that
he is a sympathiser of the alrms and objects of that party and that in His official capacily he may favor*
or support the memosre of that particutar party. Conduct wh_ich gives Cause for such an impression

may well be construed as sssisting 2 pblEE.c;’:l movement

(3) Government seqvants have armple facilities through the medium of the press tb lreep themselves )
informed regarding the alms, objects and activities of the diiierent pollfical pariies and 1o equip
themselves to exarcise intetligently their civic right, e.g. the right to vote at alections fo Legisizlure of
Local Self-Government Institutions.” . ’

4. | am b request that Government servant undeg the control of the Minisiry ot Finance els., may b2
informed accordingly.
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PUBLIC (SPECIAL B) DEPARTMENT
SECRETARIAT CHENNAI 600 0089

B kms e BNl LAY LY 7 . iy T BFs Al - TN pm i b s Sely TRV AT
Lewel INO. Vo4 ropECial DIeulo =, UalellTo.uvd.Lu1d

Fromm D e :
Dr. (Trat) Girija Vaidyanathan, 1AS., R e A ST
Chief Secretary to Governiment . Ly 3

T 0 X ? : - : SR » 1/
All the Secretaries to Government Vo e S
Secretariat — Chennai 600 009 i e
Sir/ Madam,
Sub: ELECTIONS - Lok Sabha Elections 2019 — Model

Code of Conduct (MCC) — Instead of Original file self

contained references bhe sent to Screening

Committee for getting approva! of ECI throughtCEO

— Regarding. - ;

Ref: 1. GO.Ms.No. 152 Public (Special B) Department

Dated 14.03.2019.
2. Para 4.2.6 (Directions fo State Governments:-) of
the Manual on hiodel Code of Conduct March 2019.

QL@
| am directed to state in the GO first cited a Screening Committee
has been constituted for scrutinizing the proposals from the Departments of
Secretariat which requires clearance of ECl on MCC. While sending proposals,

the original files on such proposals are heing sent to Screening Committee for iis
approval and to get clearances of ECI through the CEO of Public (Elections)

Department.

2. In para 4.2.6 (Directions of State Governments:-) of the Manual on
Model Code of Conduct (March 2019), it has been indicated among the
constitution of Screening Committeg, that the concerned department shall riot

send the original file to the Office of the Chief Electoral Officer, but only a
self-contained reference be sent through Screening Committee. |

St
3. | am therefore to request you to adhere to the direCtions of ECI o
MCC as indicated in para 2 above strictly and arrange to send the proposals which
requires clearance of EC| on MCC, in the form of self-contained references (not
the original file) to the Screening Committee.

Ycurs faithfully

-

/fZ AN LANFAANFAN
' ) (] s

for Chief Secretary to ";Govemment

Copy to:

The CEO and Secretary to Government
Public (Elections) Department
Secretariat Chennai 600 009
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To o

A Ministes of e Govanumont of fndiz ole, (.,

. Exiract of Rule 5 of the Central Civil Services (Conduct) Rules, 864,

“Rule 5. Taking part in pofitice and 2lections:

(1) o Government servant shall b2 @ member of nar be cherwise asscoiatzd with any poidical pary

P PP N s L USUDT T, D TN Ea Dt H. oy e sk | Loo, mopde 800 e b L Bufibly palneolereatlE &
OF 20y CrGaiS G Wi tane s ya!i,.x pounes O St G tars FANUAG, SULSGIOE 1 «'J O, O aS3ISUI0

any other manncr, any political movement or asivity.

(2) It shall be the duty of every Gavemment servant fo endeavor to prevent =y member of his f2mily
frem t2king pad 'n, subscribing in aid of oc zssisting In any other manner 2ny movament or activily
which i=, or tends directly or indirectly to be, subversive or the Govemment as by law established and

- where a Govemment cervant Is unable to prevent 2 member of his family frum teking part in, or

subscribing in ald of or assisting in any ofher mannzr, any such movement of activily he chalf make a
repert fo that effect to the Covernment, .

(3) If any question ariSes whether a parly Is a political er wheiher any_organf*.aﬁix:nlf_.xk\.: parkin
pelitics or Whether any movement ar activity fallz within the scope of sub-nule (2) the desision of the
Covemmant therson shall be final.

(4) Mo Grvernment sarvant shell canvess or ‘,other--i,s“. interfe.fa_with, of Use his infiuznce 'in
connestion with or take part in, an celeclion o zny legislature or foce!  aubhorily;

Provided thal-

(1) A Gavaiment servant quzliied to vole at such eleclon may excicise his right lo vote, bub wher

he does so, he chali give no indication of the mannar in wiiich he proposes o vole or has voted:

{2} A Govermment seivant shall ot be deemed to have contravanad (e provisions of tnis sub-rile by
reason only that he =sSisls in the conduct of an election in the due padormance of a duty imposed en
alm by or tnder any lav for the time being ia force.

Explanaticzrx :- The display by a Government servant on hic personal vehicle or residence of aay
electoral symbol shall amount fo using his influence in connacticn with an election within the mazning
of this sub-rule. ‘ ’
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