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LLINVAC03. PSYCHOLOGY OF LANGUAGE 

 
Learning Objectives: 
After having studied this course, the students are able to: 

 Understand the nature of language, the distinction between  how 
language and  mind  are  interdependent  and  interconnected  with 
human brain. 

 Know how language is processed and make distinction between 
language acquisition and learning. 

 Have a sound knowledge on theories of  language acquisition, as well 
as linguistic theories. 

 
Unit- 1: Science of Language 

Definition of Language - language as science -Distinction between human 

and non-human language - Origin of language - Biological foundation of 

Language - Human Brain: relationship between language and mind. 

 

Unit- 2: Language in Mind 

Language Acquisition Vs. language learning - Generative foundation of 

language acquisition - Language and Thought - Whorf, linguistic 

determinism, and linguistic relativity – Whorf’s comeback -A Description of 

the Language-Processing System. 

 

Unit -3: Acquisition 

Language acquisition device - Universal grammar –theories of language 

Acquisition and/or learning- I-language and Innateness - Patterns and 

Universal Grammar- The driving forces of language development – Individual 

differences in learning. 

 

Unit-4: Language Development 

Perception and Categorization of Phonemes - Solving the Segmentation 

Problem - Infant-directed speech - Statistical Learning and Speech 

Segmentation - Learning Word Meanings - Syntactic bootstrapping - 

Acquisition of Morphological and Syntactic Knowledge. 

 

Unit- 5: Language Pitfalls 

Phonological encoding - The analysis of hesitations - The neuropsychology of 

speech production - Speech errors – Semantic networks - Combining 

concepts - Processing figurative language - Syntactic planning–Concept of 

spoken word recognition - Text and discourse processing - Language deficit/ 

loss. 
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